
TOWN OF BENNINGTON
   WATER AND SEWER

    Minutes of the Meeting- September 10, 2016

For informational use only. The Commissioners may accept these minutes at a future date.

Present Glenn Wilson
David Desaulniers

Commissioner Wilson called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. The minutes of the August 13, 
2016 meeting were reviewed and accepted as written. In old business, the Commissioners have 
been given a tentative date of September 22, 2016 from NE Tree and Stump Removal to remove 
the tree at the pump house. It was noted that the Commissioners are waiting for the final bills for 
the Eaton Avenue project. In new business, the Commissioners received a complaint from the 
owner of 12 Hancock Road. She was invited to the Commissioners’ meeting, but has emailed the
Commissioners to inform them that she is not available.  On August 13, 2016 the red light for the
grinder pump was on and the sewer overflowed into the basement of 12 Hancock Road. The 
resident called the Police and someone from the Fire Department went to speak to her. The Fire 
Department personnel stated that they believed that the alarm belonged to the resident. The 
resident then called a local company to do the work on the pump. It was noted that because the 
system was once connected to the system at the VFW, the Town pays the electric for both 
pumps.  There is a question of who is the actual owner of the pump. The pump is located on 
private property and there is no easement listed for it. The resident received a bill for $3,670 and 
has asked who is responsible for it. The Commissioners have spoken to the Antrim Water 
Department and they have two residents who have the same system. In Antrim, the resident is 
responsible for the entire thing. The Water and Sewer bylaws suggest that the owner is 
responsible as the owner is responsible for the equipment from the building to the main. If the 
Town were to pay for the pump repair, there should be an easement on file. It was also noted that
this is not the original owner of the house. The Commissioners discussed possible options and 
agreed that the bill should be the responsibility of the property owner and the Town would 
continue to pay for the electricity making sure that there is a disconnect for each building. It was 
noted that when work was being done, the repairman was shocked as the electricity was not shut 
off. A letter will be sent to the owner noting that the property owner is responsible for the entire 
bill, the Town will continue to pay for the electricity as no utility easement was found and the 
owner is responsible for equipment to the main. It will be suggested that the owner put in a claim
to their insurance company. The Commissioners noted that the same rule applies for 9 Hancock 
Road (VFW). In other business, the Commissioners authorized bills for payment. They will get a
breakdown for the hours from Antrim for the bill for the Eaton Avenue project. Commissioner 
Wilson noted that he has seen work done at 10 Greenfield Road in the area from the septic to the 
manhole.  JCL has been working on the septic line. There is a question if an application, fee and 



inspection has been done or if the system has just been hooked up to the Town system. 
Commissioner Wilson will speak to Jim Cruthers about it. 

As there was no other business at hand, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted by

Debra Belcher
Water and Sewer Recording Secretary

Accepted by Commissioners
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